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Food Bank Update

Now that the shelving is in place in the warehouse for our much-anticipated
food bank, we are moving full speed ahead. Behind the scenes, teams are
developing the procedures and systems that will guide this exciting new
venture: Alimentos Para Compartir (Food to Share).

This important initiative is a partnership between Buenos Vecinos de Boquete
and Amigos de Boquete—two long-standing organizations that have faithfully
supported families in the Boquete area for many years. By joining forces, we
are expanding our reach and strengthening our impact.

Families who need a little extra help putting food on the table—but do not
require in-home delivery—will be able to visit the warehouse and shop for the
items they need. Along with the staple foods we regularly provide, we hope to
offer additional items, including fresh vegetables, to bring even greater
nourishment and choice to the community.



Please stay tuned for updates on opening days, hours of operation, and other
important details. We look forward to sharing more as this meaningful project

continues to grow.

In Loving Memory of
Louise Orr

From her arrival in Boquete in 2007, Louise Orr was a
vital part of the community, serving in leadership roles
in many local charities and organizations, notably,
Boquete Community Players, Bid 4 Boquete and
Buenos Vecinos de Boquete (BVB).




Our organization thrives in large part because of her hard work and
unwavering vision. She served as leader, president and liaison with other
charitable organizations, government entities and private and corporate
donors. Her personal integrity and professional demeanor won the respect
and cooperation of those who came to know her.

Louise made important and enduring contributions to BVB. One of her many
brilliant contributions was to streamline our monthly food-packing procedure.
Before she became our leader, the food was delivered from a warehouse in
David on their Boquete delivery day to another local charity, Amigos de
Boquete. From there, BVB members had to personally transport it to our
packing site at the Handicap Center and organize it for distribution to our
families. Louise transformed that procedure by negotiating an agreement with
a local distributor to deliver the food directly to FPI, just one day before our
pack, and to stack it on the tables for easy processing.

She also demonstrated her exceptional organization skills, planning and
overseeing our numerous fundraisers. One of the best-known was the Bid 4
Boquete's much-anticipated wine-tasting gala that was sold out every year.

Over the years, Louise single-handedly secured and managed several
funding relationships with corporations and individuals that lent financial
stability to our small donor-based organization. Her personable and generous
spirit and innovative approaches to fund-raising brought BVB through a few
fiscal crises.

Louise, in her 12 years as president of BVB was instrumental in making it a
successful and well-respected charity in the Boquete area. Her legacy is the
network of volunteers she inspired and the hundreds of hungry families and
individuals she helped feed and encourage these past twenty years.

Louise will be deeply missed and long remembered by all of us.
There are not enough words to express what Louise has done for BVB




Family of the Month

Meet Nicholas Pitti
and Daughter

This month we spotlight Nicholas,
who celebrated his 89 birthday in
February! Our volunteers surprised
him with a small birthday cake and a
few extra treats to mark the
occasion.

Nicholas is known for the big smile
he shares with everyone he meets.
Before retiring, he worked in a
bakery making bread. Today, he
lives on $120 a month from Social
Security and shares a very modest
home with his hearing-impaired
daughter, who lovingly helps care for
him. Their kitchen sink is outside on
the windowsill.

Nicholas spends much of his day in
his wheelchair in front of his home,
greeting neighbors. His daughter
enjoys growing plants, which she
occasionally sells.

He is deeply appreciative of his
monthly care package—his eyes
truly light up when it arrives.

You can sponsor a family like
Nicholas's for a donation of just $50
per month. If you donate through our
U.S. PayPal account and you file
taxes in the U.S., your contribution
could be tax deductible. Click on the
PayPal link at the bottom of the
newsletter to donate whatever
amount is comfortable for you,
choose monthly and you’re done!
Your gift will automatically be sent to
BVB to help with food purchases.
Please consider joining our growing
family of monthly donors. There are
many families who need your help.



KLIM for Kids

What is KLIM

It's a nutritious, enriched powdered
milk product that we include in our
monthly food deliveries, and is the
biggest expense in our food order
each month due to the number we
order. It is a vital product since most
LECHE ENTERA EN POLVO INSTANTAIE! of our families don’t have

= = refrigeration, so they can make it up
in small amounts as needed.

Families with multiple children and elderly family members receive two small
cans (360 grams, around $4.00 each — government-

subsidized), and with our client list currently at over 150 families, the costs
mount quickly.

If you would like to help us defray some of these costs, please consider
buying a can or two on your next shopping trip - most of the grocery stores
and markets in the area carry it. You can simply drop it off at our table at the
Thursday Market, located in the Amigos de Animales building.

Our costs per bag for food provisions have increased in the past few years
and is now $50 per bag, so your donation will really help us keep our costs
manageable—we don’t want to have to reduce the items we provide, or the

number of families we serve. Hope to see you at the next Thursday Market!

KLIM is 'milk' spelled backwards :-)

News Reporter Needed

After many years as editor of the newsletter, Betty Speyer has done an
extraordinary job. She is now stepping aside. She will be surely missed.
Chris McCall has stepped forward to provide the design and set up. We now
need someone to source and prepare the articles so that they are ready for
Chris to put the newsletter together and publish it each month. These articles
usually include current happenings and upcoming special events and items of
interest. It's sort of like being a news reporter.

If interested, contact Chris at chrismccall@me.com



Buenos Vecinos exists to help people who are unable to meet their basic food
needs. We have provided emergency food support on many occasions and
have been successful in helping families through hard times. We will help
them with food support until the working age adults in the family can find
enough income to become self-sustaining.

If you prefer to donate by cash or local check, please visit our table
at the Boquete Community Market on Thursdays in the Amigos De Animales
building, or contact Trish at BuenosVecinos79@gmail.com

Be sure to check out our Website, Facebook, Bluesky, and Instagram pages:
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BuenosVecinosDeBoquete
Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/buenosvecinosdeboquete/
Bluesky page: https://bsky.app/profile/buenosvecinos.bsky.social

Website: http://www.buenosvecinosdeboquete.com/

Our Friends and Sponsors

Fundacion Pro-Integracién CHITTERS(S, QUILTERS
Capitulo de Boquete

£1C)

Buenos Vecinos de Boquete
Los Naranjos, Boquete

Buenos Vecinos de Boquete, Inc. is a non-profit charitable corporation with
501(c)(3) tax exempt status
(IRS Determination Letter 26053497010525). All donations made to BVB are
tax-deductible in the US under current law.
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